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This op-ed template is a tool for ASPPH members to use in crafting op-eds to share with local media about the professional degree program designation under the One Big Beautiful Bill (OBBB) Act. 
We encourage you to collaborate with your school's communications team to select the approach that best suits your local context. You can also draw on the additional ASPPH talking points provided for more content.
Op-Ed with Example Content

	· Argument 
	· The Department of Education’s Reimagining and Improving Student Education (RISE) Committee last week reached preliminary consensus on a proposed definition of “professional degree programs” under the One Big Beautiful Bill Act, excluding public health programs as well as several other health professions. This development is not just shocking; the exclusion risks significantly damaging the nation’s ability to prepare and educate the next generation of public health practitioners and leaders responsible for keeping us healthy. 

	 
	

	· “So what?” 
	The proposed definition change, which would exclude the MPH and DrPH from the “professional degree” category, could restrict students’ access to higher federal loan limits, making public health education less financially attainable and weakening the future workforce pipeline. The proposal also overlooks decades of precedent recognizing these degrees as professional credentials essential to protecting community health and advancing health equity. This is happening at a time when public health is already facing massive workforce reductions and funding cuts, putting entire communities at risk. 



	· “Why now?” 
	· Threats against public health are escalating. If the Department of Education moves forward with this plan, these critical degrees, which demonstrate that our frontline leaders are prepared, will become extremely difficult to attain, if not impossible. A future with fewer trained public health professionals would certainly mean decreased health and well-being for millions, even threatening the longevity that effective public health policies and practices have helped achieve over the last 100 years.

	· Evidence 
	Public health graduates fill essential roles in state and local health departments, hospitals, federal agencies, and community organizations. In our community, for example, INSERT how local public health departments work to keep your food, water, and air safe, and how they work to reduce chronic conditions and improve health for entire communities.  
Public departments are now being forced to choose which areas to prioritize: combating obesity, providing prenatal care to reduce infant mortality, or overdose prevention. Sadly, many health departments can’t do them all.



	· Counter-argument 
	· Some may argue that the nation’s public health system needed an overhaul. And that may be true. But making public health degrees harder to earn – especially for those dedicated to keeping us healthy – amid widespread workforce reductions and drastic funding cuts, is not the way to fix it. Millions will be significantly hurt if those who seek to help us are prevented from doing so. 

	· Call-to-action 
	Public health is a calling. Those who seek out the profession need our full support. This is not the time to make earning a public health degree nearly impossible. Congress must examine the Department of Education’s proposal and the harm it will cause to the public health workforce. We urge the Department of Education to revise its definition so that public health professional degrees are appropriately included and treated consistently with other professional degrees. This is not about credentials on a sheet of paper. This is about the health and wellness of our families, our friends, and our loved ones. Our nation’s health is on the line. And that’s worth fighting for.
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