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BACKGROUND 
· This draft op-ed has been created to help public health students explain why reducing the loan limits for public health degrees will negatively impact current and future students, weakening the public health workforce and the nation’s health. 
· This op-ed should be customized to fit each student’s unique circumstances. Ideally, students should add a personal story or example about how this change will impact them or their classmates. 
· Students are encouraged to submit their final version to the Opinion section of the local newspaper/online news outlet in their city or town, or even their university’s student newspaper. ASPPH (externalrelations@aspph.org) may be able to help you identify contact information for local papers if needed. Please also email ASPPH at externalrelations@aspph.org to let us know your plans to submit an op-ed.  
CUSTOMIZABLE OP-ED 
Cutting loans for public health students is a dangerous decision for the nation’s health   
Public health is all around us - in the clean water we drink, the vaccines that keep us safe, the air we breathe, and the systems that track outbreaks and help communities prepare for emergencies. Public health is behind so many of the things we take for granted: major drops in polio, safer food, seatbelt laws, and anti-smoking campaigns. It’s the quiet work of public health professionals that has saved millions of lives, prevented bioterrorism, reduced infant mortality, and helped people live longer, healthier lives.  
Yet all of this is at risk. The US Department of Education recently issued a proposed rule that excludes public health degrees, including the MPH and DrPH, from the professional degree category. This limits access to federal financial aid and higher loan limits for public health students, placing these degrees out of reach for many students and disproportionately impacting women and people of color. 
I am studying public health at [add your school/program and location], because I want to [add goals and plans upon graduation, use plain, easy to understand language]. [If applicable, add a personal story or example about how this status change will impact you or a classmate.] This change will make earning a public health degree extremely difficult, if not impossible, for students like me who depend on federal loans.  
This couldn’t come at a worse time. Ongoing workforce reductions and cuts to state and local budgets are already forcing some public health departments to make impossible choices between addressing obesity, providing prenatal care to reduce infant mortality, or preventing overdoses. In many states, bills have been passed limiting access to preventative measures, creating a patchwork public health system that puts lives at risk. Just when we need more trained public health professionals, the Administration is putting up roadblocks that will shrink the pipeline of people entering the field. 
We might not feel the effects of all these decisions today, but the consequences are coming. When they arrive, we will need educated, experienced public health professionals ready to lead recovery efforts, whether the damage is physical, mental, or environmental. Cancer, diabetes, heart disease, and mental illness don't care about political affiliation. They affect us all. A sicker population, an unsafe food supply, and states unprepared for crises will not save us money or lives. These policy changes will do the exact opposite: increase our vulnerability to disease and weaken our ability to recover from disasters. The long-term result will be a decline in health and well-being, undoing progress that has saved lives and strengthened communities. 
Working in public health is a choice; it isn't glamorous, and I won't get rich doing it. That is why we, the future public health workforce, need the full support of our nation's leaders. This is not the time to make public health education inaccessible. 
Congress must recognize the harm this move will cause to public health students and the communities they will serve. Lawmakers have introduced legislation to ensure that MPH, DrPH, and related degrees remain fully eligible for federal support tied to professional degree status. Legislation is one possible remedy to the narrowly written definition of “Professional Degree.”   The Department of Education should revise its definition so that public health professional degrees are appropriately included and treated consistently with other professional degrees. Safeguarding the health and wellness of our families, our friends, and our communities depends on it. Everyone should have the same opportunity to live long, healthy lives. As a public health student, that is exactly what I'm fighting for.  
[Include name, title (if applicable), and school of public health] 
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